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by deleting all language after the enacting clause and by substituting instead the following:

Section 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 2, Chapter 1, is amended by

adding the sections 2 through 8 as an appropriately numbered new part:

Section 2.  Any governmental entity having a charter provision for a

petition for recall, referendum or initiative or any person acting pursuant to such

charter provision shall meet the requirements of this part.

Section 3.  (a) Before a petition may be circulated, at least five (5)

registered voters of the city or county shall file the following with the

county election commission:

(1) An affidavit stating that they constitute the petition

committee, that they will be responsible for circulating the petition

and filing it in the proper form, including the names and addresses

of all committee members;

(2) The proper form of the petition; and

(3) The text of the question posed in the petition.

(b) The county election commission shall certify whether the

petition is in proper form within thirty (30) days after the filing of the

documentation required by subsection (a) by petition committee

members.  The petition committee shall have fifteen (15) days to cure any

defects in the documentation required by subsection (a) by filing revised

documentation in proper form with the county election commission.
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Section 4.  (a) All papers of a petition shall be uniform in size and style

and assembled as one (1) instrument for filing.  Each petition shall

contain the following:

(1) The full text of the question attached to each petition;

(2) The genuine signature and address of registered voters

only, pursuant to the requirements of Tennessee Code Annotated,

Section 2-1-107;

(3) The printed name of each signatory;

(4) The date of signature; and

(5) A notarized affidavit by the circulator of the petition that

signatures were made in his or her presence, are genuine and

were made after reading the entire petition.

(b) Petitions shall be signed by at least fifteen percent (15%) of

those registered to vote in the municipality or county.

(c) Petitions shall be filed with the county election commission

within seventy-five (75) days after filing of the petition affidavit.  Provided,

however, that a petition challenging a local ordinance or resolution shall

be filed within ninety (90) days after passage of such measure.  In

addition, a petition for a referendum or initiative shall be filed at least

three (3) months before the next general municipal or county election.
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(d) The county election commission shall certify whether or not the

completed petition meets all applicable requirements within thirty (30)

days of filing of the completed petition.

(e) Any person may request either in person or in writing that the

county election commission remove his or her name from a petition.

Such requests must be made within twenty (20) days of filing of the

completed petition and before final certification by the commission of the

petition.

Section 5.  Upon certification by the county election commission of a valid

petition meeting the above requirements, the election commission shall publish

the question contained in the petition in a newspaper of general circulation in the

municipality or county; such publication shall occur pursuant to §2-12-111.

Section 6.  This section shall control notwithstanding any statutory

provision or charter provision of a municipality to the contrary.

Section 7.  If any provision of this act or the application thereof to any

person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other

provisions or applications of the act which can be given effect without the invalid

provision or application, and to that end the provisions of this act are declared to

be severable.

Section 8.  This act shall control any petition with signatures filed with the

county election commission on or after the effective date of this act.
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Section 9.  This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public

welfare requiring it.


